
THE SEED KEEPER

Discussion Questions

1.  Did you enjoy this book? Why or why not?

2.  Which storylines or characters from The Seed Keeper resonated with you most deeply? How
did they affect your overall impression of the novel?

3.  Throughout the novel, characters have different relationships with the land. Some view the land
as something to master and exploit, while others see it as something to respect and protect. How
would you describe your own relationship with the natural world and how has this book influenced
your perspective?

4.  The Seed Keeper grapples directly with themes of environmental degradation, specifically at
the hands of corporate agriculture and genetically modified seeds protected by copyright.
Ultimately, this corporate agricultural industry impacts the entire community in which Rosalie and
her family are living. What elements of this conflict struck you? What impacts are industries like
this one having on communities today?

5.  Water and rivers appear as recurring symbols throughout the novel. How do these symbols
function differently for various characters, and what do they reveal about each character’s
connection to place and heritage?

6.  In the Author’s Note, Diane Wilson tells us that this story was inspired by the true story of
Dakhóta women hiding seeds in their skirts while being forcibly removed from their homelands,
noting that they are “the reason why we have Dakhóta corn today.” What does this story suggest
about the nature of sacrifice and tradition?

7.  Examine the tension between isolation and community in the novel. What drives characters like
Rosalie, John, and Gaby to seek connection or solitude at different points in their lives?

8.  If you were to design a seed basket to pass down to future generations, what seeds would you
include and why? 

*Questions provided by Milkweed Press, SuperSummary, and Waukesha Public Library
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